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SURF FISHING at GOLDEN BEACH 

Prize-giving at the contest. 

The ancient and honourable sport of fishing is followed 
by countless thousands of folk. Men (and women) go 
out onto Victoria's beaches, at all hours of the day, and 
at all seasons. Surf fishing has now become a favourite 
year-round sport, with no closed season and no limited 
catches. There's seldom a strip of coastal sand or rock 
that doesn't have a few anglers about. But run a contest, 
and they'll turn up in their hundreds. 

AUSTRALIA'S RICHEST 
SURF FISHING CONTEST 

Anglers arrive from near and far, every year, at the 
Sale Angling Club Annual Open Surf Fishing Contest, 
sponsored by Willmore and Randell, and held at their 
Golden Beach Estate, over the Australia Day long-week­ 
end. Originally started as a £10 Angling Club prize, this 
annual contest has now become a great national sporting­ 
event, as well as being the richest surf fishing competition 
held in Australia. This year, the prizes totalled £1250! 

Keen fishermen came from Queensland, West Aus­ 
tralia and other States, as well as from many affiliated 
Angling Clubs throughout Victoria. Over eight hundred 
entrants turned up to compete for the wonderful prizes, 
and fifty-two teams vied for the special team trophy. 
Added to this, ten busloads of Melbourne tourists came 
along to watch the fun. 

Prizes were handed out for the heaviest salmon, flat­ 
head, skinfish and gummy. Mr. French, of Sale, caught 
the heaviest salmon, weighing 6 lbs. 12 oz. Mr. Glover, 
also of Sale, landed a 4 lb. 12½ oz. flathead, and Mr. 
Pendlebury (another Sale-He) conquered a 260 lb. bronze 
whaler. Aside from top-weight awards, there were secret­ 
weight contests, which gave every-one a chance to win. 
The prizes ranged from a Healing air-conditioner, an out­ 
board motor, and an electric stove, to a transistor radio, 
a floor-polisher, garden-furniture and binoculars. These 
were just some of the fine prizes which make this annual 
surf fishing contest such a big draw-card. 

Anglers at Golden Beach. 

FISHING FACTS. • • 
by "Rod and Linz" 

Along the 90 Mile Beach, there's always good fishing. 
any time of the year. Of course, the really big catches 
depend on feeding and spawning cycles, when the great 
shoals are moving on their seasonal runs along the coast. 
But you'd be quite right in expecting to land some 
good-sized salmon, mullet, flathead and whiting, any time 
you took your rod and line down to the beach. Light­ 
weight beach fishing-gear for these varieties is simple 
enough ; all you need is a rangoon cane rod, a turn­ 
about reel loaded with nylon line (10 to 20 lbs. breaking 
strain), a dozen star-pattern sinkers (say 2 to 4 oz.), and 
a selection of hooks-and you're in business. Just re­ 
cently, a 75 lb. mulloway was landed on a 23 lb. line. 

For the really big boys like tuna, snapper and shark 
you'll need more expensive gear. (This is for the sports­ 
man who enjoys the thrill of a battle royal with a real 
monster.) But whether you favour surf :fishing the easy 
way, or a tussle with a leviathan, make sure you've the 
right gear. And get up-to-the-minute information on the 
movements, and the food preferred by whatever is mov­ 
ing along the beaches. 

A fine catch of salmon from Golden Beach. 
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