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ARCHITECTURE

Exterionr:

The external aspec:t s very sober. The very thick walls are ﬁuppﬂ:‘ted in the corners !::-9 si Eg{-lﬂg Prc::i:ruc[ing buttressas. We
enter trom _*E:f-xe west thmugh an arched door whose two curves are suppori:ﬁd Eg small columns the capﬂ:afs of which are
decorated with rou gl—nfg hewn ﬂa_i: iﬁ_ave& The south wall carries the im{_:»rfﬂt of a *hand of Pﬂﬂiﬁﬁ:ﬂﬂﬁj which rﬁquimd the
atorementioned hand to be rubbed on the stone a certain number of times. This *'[::vu ritication’ was recommended to the

Pﬂgrimﬁ,

intenor:
The nave and the choir form a .z—:ingfﬁ: unit. The interior space is covered !:y a broken barrel vault, which sits on two arches

jﬂiﬂﬂd to Pini{:m walls. The east wall is ricHﬁ turnished with a & P[ﬂt decorated with abundant rinceaux’ (decorative
arabcsqua-:ﬁ and vag&i:al forms) inwhich are inccjrporatﬁd two lior’s heads and unusuaﬁy tcjpi:::ec[ 55 an oeil de boeuf window
I quaclﬁ’abe form. 1 he west wall has oﬂlg one window above the entrance door. To the left of the oeil de boeut gou wit]
see a chrism: und Gubteczlfg a consecration cross. The 5cu1|:=turec:! decoration js sober and consists of a [ig%t[g worked cord,
situated at the t{}? ot the windows and around the oefl de boeuf. F‘inaligj on the side walls and on the arches a COTTICE
.I"HEIFECS the bou ﬂdarg between the partition and the vault.

THE FLEGEND OF SAINT GEORGE AND THE DRAGON

"l T e 1

George was 5¢ruing in the roman army. E}H chance he was travﬁlling one clag on the autskirts of a town in the vain{:e: of
Lf]::aga. Mearbg ]ag avast PQGI inhabited 133 a monster to which the townsfolk ragu|ar[g sent their EI‘IﬁEP, i i:h&g were late the
beast would appr@ach the tOown walls and P{}“Utﬂ the afr with its’ P{Dfﬁﬂﬂi}u.ﬁ breath. When there were no 5[1cﬁ|::j young, 5055
OF young girfs were offered to it. One dagj the lot fell to the claug’-ﬁ:{:r ofthe ki ng. Dcspft& the ki ngs’ su Pp}ic:aﬁmns:, the
Peaple demanded that she be delivered to the monster. And so the young girIJ watched 55 all the towns’ f::{:rpu]a ce, lett the
town and headed towards the P{Jﬂ]. Gﬁﬂf‘gﬁ who was paﬁsing by on horseback demanded the cause of her trouble. At that
moment the beast ﬁmﬁrgcd from the Pml and began to head towards them Thﬁz goung gir[ Pieac::lf:ci with the Imig?n& to Hee.
But he made the sigm ot the cross, ran the beast thraugh with his sword and tr::rppiﬂd him. Next he said to the ki'ng’ 5
c]aughtcr ter throw his belt around the wounded monster's nec k, and it followed herlike a C:[{f}g. Then having made the
tmwnﬁpaﬂplﬁ Pramis& to be ba F:rtiﬁccij George finished otf the beast.

;Thﬁ frescoes on the north wall. ~
It is these friezes which have creatf:c_'l the reputatiﬂﬂ of Cressac. Thﬂ}; date from the years 170 180 and at that time

covered all the walls of the ahap&! but prﬁgrcﬁﬁivﬂ éﬁgradatiﬂn aver the cerituries means that %ﬂdag ﬁnlg Fragments remain.
Thﬂy tell the tale of the battle of the Crusaders in the H{}Iﬁ Land} and more Pr&ais&]g th&jﬂint ﬁia:t{::rﬂ achieved in 116% [35 the
lcnights Tﬂﬂ‘il:‘)[af' and the french army commanded bﬁ, Gﬁoﬂ:mg Martel, brother of William Taillefer , count of AﬂgﬂUl{%H’Iﬂj
and Hugo VI of Lusignaﬂ} Krown as Hugo the Brown, count of the Marche , agamst the Saracens led 'bg Nour Ed [in on
the Plain ot la E&aaquéﬂ, at the foot of Krak du Chevaliers.

The lower J;rif:zf:_. a little Iatér} represents the Saracen camp and the ﬂxchange of Priﬁmnﬂrﬁ,



The Frescoes on the Fast and West walls:

Fast wall
We can sec on the lett, Saint Michael waig[‘)i'ng:a soul, and on the ﬁgi’lt, a :’i)fS[f]C}P in a mitre {:arrgiﬂg a cross and Pﬂr&}ming a

blﬂssing. Pﬁrhaps, the artist has rﬁpreﬁﬁntac{ Aéémar, biﬁhﬁp of Aﬂg{}ufémaj whﬂj the first to do 50, took the cross and
enfisted with an ﬁxpﬂdiﬁan against the Saracens who were scriﬂusig thr&atﬂﬁiﬂg the Christian kingc:]ﬂm of SPaEn. Slcil&.ilig led
blj the Duke mﬁf—‘\cquitainej the crusaders succeeded in drivi g them away. Fu rther on, a crucitorm circle is most Prﬂbablg a

cross oF consecration.

West Wall

Onthe lmCt_a knight on {:::}Gi:, ﬁquippﬁd as a crusaclerj saves a woman from a ﬂﬁiﬂg dragﬂni Oppﬂsﬁtﬁj a WOman wcaring a
CrOown 15 wai;a:hing. This scene retraces the iﬂgﬂnc:l of George and the Dragon.

On the right a bearded and crowned imight mounts a saddled horse. The horse threatens the head of a small ﬁgurﬁ with his
hoot. OPF?{JEi‘fZﬂ the lmightj a crowned worman appears to welcome the victor. Rather than alluds ng; C]EI"E{:{TEH to a L:Eng of
France, the mages may be inﬁﬁrprﬁtccl as reprﬂsﬁﬁﬁng the classical ﬁgu res of Constantine and the Church, a gr{:nqung
which aPPcar{f:d {:rcciuﬁntig in the SCU]PﬁJ red {:ac;ade:fs of western Fra nce, and which ; here in association with Saint George,
exalts the triumph of the Church. This i‘;'lﬂﬂrg is the most raguiarlﬁ Pmpam& but is not uﬂanimﬂusig SUPP{)FtECl. Other
theories stiggest that 'tt"lﬁﬂ could in tact represent Louis Vil and his wite Eleanor of A{Iquﬁﬁfﬂﬂ, thus Paging ]'lﬂrﬂaga to Louls
Vil as being the first French kingm F:arﬁ::ipai:e in the crusades when he headed the second crusade of 147 acmmpanied bg
the young Elcanor. |

In the window casement: on the right hand side, there appears a small boat and two boatmen; l::rﬂ]:;ablg an evocation of the

s5ea cr{:)ésiﬂg made }35 the crusaders.

THC ORDUR O THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR
The Knighi:s T&mp[ar, a m{)nasti&mﬂitarg ﬂrc:{ar, Put mto ;:Jraf:tice the appar&nt]g ar::ni:radfctary twin vocations of the monk
and the soldier. Tl‘lﬁ‘lj formed part of those milita Y orders which came into being in close rapport with the armed conflict

against the Musiims. -
The mflitar&; {}rdﬂrs were the best de{:enclﬁrﬁ ot the Latin kingc{::}m of Jerusalem. Their function was tworold. Onthe one

hand , t}vﬁ:g assured the secu ﬁtg of the H{}lg Lanclj builclinga number of fortresses. On the other hand : these ‘soldiers of
Christ’ undertook the role of prc:{;f:cﬁﬂg and lml-cing after the numerous Pilgrirns who came to the H:::riﬂ Land from

%hr{:}ugg'lmut E‘.urﬂpci

h?’gmrﬁ of the ﬁ:’n{g:'{?zﬁﬁ Tcﬁﬁ;;pfﬂar
9 French knights, gathered around noblemen Hugues de Pagens and Geoffroy de Saint Omer decided in Jerusalemto

Prcr’{:ﬂct the roads Ir:tac:[ing to the Hﬂl&; Land and to assure the Pt"ﬁ?}tﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ of the Pﬂgrf ms travf.lling there. T nus, at the end of
the year 19 ‘IZI’IE:E:} founded the order of The Poor Soldiers of Christ’ , later known as the order of the Templars. From the
bﬁginﬂing, several brothers came to swell the ranks of the young militia. N 1127, Huguies de Payens went to the west to obtain
from the Hc_}ig See the confirmation of his order, which was to become effective in March 1139. The result was a considerable
grmwth in the number and Propm*ﬁ:g of the brothers. The Tﬂmplarﬁ acc:iuircd immense wealth and syna rchic power, which
created bitter enemies and was o be the c:}rigf nof their downtall. The Tem Pia rs had become the bankers to POpEs and

kings.

Thiiﬁan of the castern Latin empire i1 1294 Pr&cipﬁ:at&cl avents. Judging them to be too bothersome and bcing in need of
mone, Phil EPP{E le Bel decided to have them eliminated, entry into the order havi ng been refused him.

On Fric;fay the ifrtz’ of October %07 at c:lawn:r all the TﬂmPIHrﬁ of France were arrested and thrown into pﬁs&nw For his Par{:
Pope Clement V, circumvented 133 F”fniiipp&: le Bel, had read out at the ::}Pening of the 2 session of the council of Vienne, on
the i’fd of Aprﬂ 72, the Papa] bull “Vox clamantis’ which su Ppﬂrizcd the 5uppmﬁﬁic}n bﬂ Frﬂvisiﬂﬂ of an order whilst awaiti ng

the d&ﬁﬂiﬁh@juc{g&menﬁ of the next council; this council was never to meet.



