! By CHARLES WRIGHT,
p compuler editor ! ;

/The chief ‘of ‘rescarch’ and Infor- -
‘mation‘technology at Telecom, Dr.
Brunoj’Sorrentino, -has. reslgncd-
five weeks Into hils new Job — after,
“ususpiclons were, mlscd about his
. *qualifications..
Dr. Soncnllno,.formcrly chlcf
~Information .officer. at. the’ ANZ:*
:Bank'and a consultant to some of'
=Australia's blggest corporatlons, Is..
- regardeds.as: one- of ."Australla’s
~most highly-qualitied Information
-!lechnology experts, i
Scientlsts' . from’ Telecom  Re-
-scarch *.Labs -.became ¢ alarmed.
.*when they:werc.unable to find any;
: published:research by thelr new: !
director, whose CV lists a PhD in :
- 'physicss from Imperlal- College,
...London./HIs new staff were unable @
to find*any record of that degree
onian. lntcrnntlonnl compuicr dn

1

Dr,,Sorrcnllno nlso clulm 4
haveia BSc:from Padua Unlversl-
ity In' Italy, ‘and-a masters In ap-1{
pllcd ‘mathematics from- tho- Un1~
vcrslly of Chicago.: - t.* 8
' Research’t Labs' staff rcpor:cd
tholr susplelons fo (he Dublie Seo
tor Unlon, which passed It to se-
v nlor Telecom;management. - -
‘Late ‘last; weck, - Dr -Sorrentino.
was ‘called 'back, from a- Unlted

¥ “tor, network'and information tech-
nology, and at a meeting In"his'of-

B “tice on Tucsday, hc was usked to
cxplaln A s »

Sorrentino’s .appointment - as: the:
spearhead of a bold new dlrection

;+and for' its board, who upproved

'andjrescarch: spcndlng of ﬂbuut

mssmcnt for.Telecom's” senfor’
:management,  who had- hailed Dr

Jn‘its:rescarch and development,

mc appointment. { ?
“Telecom did- not issuc\a ncws
‘rclease on the resignation, and re-
fused any comment. Senlor. man-
'\rcmcnt did not, rclurn calls lrom
The:ARE’. . ot o b s
. His posluon at Telecom had glv-
en Dr Sorrentino responsibllity for
‘Australia’s biggest Information:
technology ‘budget, worth several
hundred - mlillon dollars ' a ycﬂr.

$150. Jmillion.

HED ¢

tino also'resigned from a part- tlmc
; position as senlor assoclate In Mel-
bourne. Unlversity's Graduato’
.School -of Business,: The head. of
"the school, Professor John Rose,
said that Dr Sorrentino had told
nlm he had other. commitments.:

n'an interview with ‘The Age'r

con Tuesdny afternoon, Dr. Sorren-

tino » denicd that-;he - had -been
‘called back from the US carly, and”
clalmed that 'suggestlons that he
as not known at Imperlul Cullege
ere | u red hcrrlng A

L :
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“onc of change'in an organisation

. —
+'He said-he. did not belleve 1t
was -appropriale. to' provide any ~:
details of his academlc qualifica-
tions, but ;‘Telecom s a very pro-. .
fessional - organisatlon and llke

.any organisation - they'd- have

donc cverything in terms of due
diligence. So'T wouldn't, If I were: -
you, give any credence to any ru-
INOTS Or-anoNymous references,

’But a’spokesman - for, the' st
dent records department at Impe-
rial College:told an ‘Age’ London™ ™
correspondents, Peter. Ellingsen, ...
that.he had not been able to find
any rccord of Dr Sorrcn(lno at-
tending Imperlal College.

When asked to comment ycs-
terday afternoon, Dr-Sorrentino.
said: “I've got to tell you what you' ::
are.suggesting Is-really defama-.»
tory. My qualifications are impec-+
cable and they stand, and Twlll betve,
very. happy for you or anybody
clse quallrlcd Lo look at my quall-,
nmnqns

Dr. Sorrenlino “referred ““The i
Agc'to his:sollcltor, Mr Josephs'
D’Abaco, of Phillips Fox, who he
said “would provide whatever ev:
idence s - ncccssury to . satlsf;
you".

4 Last - night Mr D’Abaco ar
ranged a conference at'The Age
with Dr Sorrentino, but he de
clincd lo answer a series of ques- -
tions.

Tu (he aftornvon, Dr Sorrentlno
nad said; “You are really focuslag, =~
on the wrong Issuc The Issueis

where you don't have the middle
management support,even,
though. il's a fantastic opportuni- s

ty. A v !
.~ “All I've done Is something any .
human being would do ... ¢cxer:
cise -an option In the contract.

terminated it. It's nolhlng morc Iy
complex than that” = & i3




