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Towards the end of the meeting there was a discussion around the term :
"flexibility”. It was regarded as an ideal characteristic of TEND by a certain
section. Let us inflect. el

I am flexible
You are open to argument
She or he doesn't have a mind of her or his own.

In the course of that discussion you ventured to say, quite properly, that your ;
personal feelings would enter any selection process. It was correct also of ! :
Mr. Demytko to warn of the dangers of attempting to draw up a specification of = . ..
a human being. As the report of the Science Task Force put it concerning 'immatur X
and ineffective fields of inquiry".

of certified knowledge. Such fields lack either ' facts ' (accurate empirical
observations) or a methodology for 'logically consistent prediction' or both.
They are clearly beyond the purview of the scientific ethos, since they can :
satisfy the requirements neither of disinterestedness nor of organized scepticism.
They include much of the 'social sciences' and of 'multi-disciplinary research'.'
The pretence of their practitioners that these fields are part of science may be,
as Ravetz suggests, a device for survival, in the absence of which society would
provide for these fields neither resources nor respectful attention.
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